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FROM OUR PASTOR, Father Mike Holloran

On September 29 the Church
celebrates the three great Archan-
gels Michael, Gabriel, and Raph-
ael. All three appear in Scripture.
Raphael in the Old Testament
Book of Tobit is the guardian of
a journey and healer. Gabriel is
well-known to us from the Gos-
pel of Luke as the messenger who
announces to Mary thar she is o
be the Mother of the Lord., But
if we are to judge from the popu-
larity of his name for boys, St.
Michael is best know. He ap-
pears in Daniel as the guardian of
the Jewish peaple. By exrension
Christians acknowledge him as a
protector of the Church. Tn the
Book of Revelation Michael leads
the angelic host in their battle
against Satan and his angels. The
name “Michael” comes from He-
brew and means “Who is like
God?” The questnon mark is
imporrant, making the name a
kind of battle cry against those
who would aspire to God's
throne. Who is like Godr No
onc. And so ambitous, self-
worshipping Lucifer loses his
place in heaven,

Michael is depicted in art as a
soldier, with wings! A somewhar
comic bur also sad srory involved
one of my predecessors at OLR,
who thought St. Michael too mili-
raristic. Ir's comic in the mysren-
ous disappearance of the starue’s
sword, its near recovery from its
hiding place in the sacristy before

being spirited away by the pas-
tor’s secret ally. After the
overthrow of the pastor (I am
not here advocating the over-
throw of pastors) a new sword
was fashioned for Michael and
he wields it today in 5t. Nor-
man's chapel. The story is sad
for the same reason it is
comic: the juvenile failure to
understand the symbolism of
Michael's sword and the reality
of the spiritual battle facing
every Christian. What is our
spiritual bartler It is 1o be
faithful to God in a world thar
often is in rebellion against
God, Sinis a rejecnon of
God’s reign over us, a repeti-
tion of Satan’s doomed enter-
prise. Tdolatry is the worship
of somerhing that is not God,
perhaps the actual worship of
Zeus or some other false god.
I don’t know anvone who
worships Zeus, but T've met
some who worship rhe Al-
mighty Dollar. In fact there
are lots of ways of getting pri-
orities confused and giving
absolute importance to some-
thing that is not absolure, a
common form of idolatry.
This can happen in the
Church. How many times
have Chnstoans denounced,
renounced, and pounced on
each other over things that
simply weren't that impor-
tant—the date of Easter, the
langruage to be used in the lit-

urgy, other human cusroms
handed down that may have a
legitimare place in religion

but sometmes et clung o so
fiercely that the will of God
that we love one another and
seck first His Kingdom is
forgorten,

Tdolatry. Sin. Berrayals from
within the Church and attacks
from withour. In rhis world
the Christian muast be mili-
tant, not with invective or
violence bur with spiriraal
discipline and self-sacrifice.
How appropriate, then, is sall
that prayer to 5t. Michael the
Archangel:

“St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle, be our
protection against the wick-
edness and snares of the
Deevil. May God rebuke him,
we humbly pray. And do
thou, O Prince of the Heav-
enly Host, by the power of
God, thrust into hell Satan
and all evil spirits who wan-
der rthe earth seeking the ruin
of souls. Amen.”




OLR FISH FRY SCHEDULE FOR 2010/2011

Mark your calendars! Doors open at 5:30pm. You

must be 21 or older to attend.
For tickets, call Alice Shumaker
at 222-2933 or the Parish Of-
fice, 228-8802. Tickets are
$13.00 each in advance and

“’ ! $15.00 at the door.

September 17

October 8

Movemnber 12

January 14, 2011 (Monte
Carlo)

February 11, 2011 (Monte
Carlo)

MORE FISH!!

Sunday, September 19th and Sunday, October 10th there will be a family fish fry in the OLR
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basement following the 11:00 am Mass. ltems will be priced Ala Carte.
E P ‘{3\; A
SCRIP L

The OLR Scrip Program has been running for more than seven years and generates more than a few thousand dollars a
year for us, Scrip is an old word that means “substitute money.” In this case, the substitute for money is in the form of
gift cards. We buy the gift cards at a discount, sell therm at their full value, and we keep the difference. It's easy to use
while you dine, shop, and buy gas like you normally would without changing your favorite brands. Simply purchase any of
the 100's of national and local retailers’ gift cards that we can get and use that card to complete your purchase. Every
week we have scrip in stock from popular restaurants like Bob Evans, Cracker Barrel, O'Charley’s, Texas Roadhouse, Sub-
way, Wendy's; gas stations like Speedway and Marathon, and grocery/retailers such as Meijers, Wal-Mart, Kroger and
GFS. We even carry CVS and movie tickets!

Some local parishes and schools really do make tens of thousand of dollars each year! We could do that with more partici-
pation. To take part in this great program, stop in the 5t. Norman's Chapel after the 5:00 pm Saturday or 11:00 am Sun-
day Mass. A wide variety of cards are available. Special orders can be placed and received in a few days if necessary!
Please stop by or check out www.glscrip.com for more information. It is so easy to make your purchases wark for you by
generating money for our parishes without an extra single cent out of your pocket!

QUILT RAFFLE
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The Quilters of our 4 parishes Cwiklik at (937) 236-1370.
¥ will have their beautiful king  All profits will be used for
8 size quilt made inastarde-  our 4 parishes at Father

S sign on display after the Mike's discretion. The
: Masses in August and Sep- Quilt Group will begin
,;,;l tember leading up to the meeting again on Tuesdays
Wil drawing on September 19th  from in September from
at the Harvest Picnic Chances 12:30 to 2:00 pm at the

are 51.00 per ticket or 6 for
55.00 and can be purchased
after the Masses or contact
Paula Stibich at (937) 236-
0928, Sharon Morrison at
{937) 223-5588, or Susan
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home of Paula Stibich.

New people are always
welcome to join and experi-
ence is not required!
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