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LENTEN THANK YOU
Thank you to all those who helped make

- | { »

%"—” 8 f A{f/}% : / Ol 8 % our Lenten celebration wonderful! To all
e the groups and individuals who

provided the delicious lunches, those who helped serve and clean up,
donated for flowers, all who attended the events and helped in any way...
you are greatly appreciated! Special thank you to Sue Papp who not only
assisted with Sunday lunches, but who provided the fantastic Thursday
breakfasts and made sure evervone had what they needed. And also to
Red Pike, Rick Collin and anyone else who helped to clean the church
prior to Easter. We truly have some special people!
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EASTER VIGIL WELCOMES NEW CATHOLICS

ney in our Catholic way of life.

On June 6 at Holy Cross we will also welcome into the Catholic Church the

Slightly different than past Easter Vigils —we welcome into the church four
children from OLR School. Chelsey Zavacky was baptized and received her
first Holy Communion and confirmation. Erik Vazquez, Angelica Vazquez
and Zachary Carroll-Ashley received their first Holy Communion and confir-
mation. Please keep these children in your prayers as they continue their jour-

May-Jul
Calendar of Events

May 6— Ballroom Dancing
T-8:30, Polish Club
May 11, 18, 25— Movie Night
6:30, OLR
May 11, 25 Cooking classes
6:30- B:30, 58
May 13— Ballroom Dancing
T-8:30, Polish Club
May 16— Women's Potluck
12:00, OLR Basement
May 20— Ballroom Dancing
T-8:30, Polish Club
May 23 Pentecost Potluck & The
Spoon Man Presenlalion
12:00, OLR basement
May 27- Ballroom Dancing
7-8:30, Palish Club

June 3~ Ballroom Dancing
T-8:30, Polish Club
June B— Cooking Class
6:30-8:30, 58
Junc B, 15, 22, 29— Movic Might
6:30, OLR
June 10= Ballroom Dancing
7-8:30, Polish Club
June 17- Ballroom Dancing
T-8:30, Polish Club
June 24— Ballroom Dancing
T-5:30, Polish Club

July 1= Ballroom Dancing
T-H:30, Polish Club
July 8- Ballroom Dancing
T-8:30, Polish Club
July 15— Baliroom Dancing
7-8:30, Palish Club
July 22— Ballroom Dancing
7-8:30, Polish Club
July 29- Ballroom Dancing
T-8:30, Polish Club

Wetzel family. David, Susan and Andrew have been attending Holy Cross for

several months and have studied in preparation of the day they will be

receiving their first Holy Communion and confirmation. We again ask your

prayers for them as they choose to become Catholic.
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Czeslaw Makiewicz, Parishioner of St. Adalbert Parish

Czeslaw was born Feb. 12, 1919 in Wazeliskzki, Poland (now Lithuania). He is the
youngest of 5 children, His formal education began in 1926, He entered the Polish Air

=P  Force NCO School in 1935 and graduated in 1938 as a Radio Operalor and Gunner.

L} - Czeslaw flew in a PZL37 and was part of a bomber squadron when they were shot down on
- #=— Sepl. 4, 1939. He sustained severe bums to both hands and face. With the aid of local

a® L residents, he eluded capture until he was arrested by the Gestapo on March 27, 1942, He

" was held in Czestochova as a political prisoner until April 16, 1943. He was then sent to
Dachau for 4 days and was released from there . perform slave labor for German citizens.
Czeslaw worked first as a gardener for Anton Aammer. He fell ill in July of 1943 and was
hospitalized for 13 days. Shortly after release from the hospital he went to work for a farmer,
Widal Billinger, in Zweckham, Bavaria, where he stayed until April 1944. He was then sent
to a bigger farm owned by George Clauser in Daxelburg, Bavaria. The Clausers were anti-Hitler and “treated him like a son”.
American troops armived on May 3, 1945, but Czeslaw remained with the Clausers unlil early 1946.

In May of 1945 Czeslaw met Martha Moerl. She was looking for work to earn money to get back home and was employed by the
Schmidt family from Austria as a secretary and nanny. Czeslaw and Martha were married on June 2, 1946 in Traunslein, Bavaria.
Martha had been reunited with her sister, Edith, the day before the wedding. Czeslaw and Martha lived in Vachendorf, Bavaria, unfil
Martha was hospitalized with asthma in late 1946, Her father, Rudolf Moerl, came and took her home with him to Leihgestern to be
with him and her mother, Katherine. At that time Martha was pregnant with their first child. Czeslaw remained in the Mannhaim
area where he was hired by the American Army as part of a labor company. The company guarded American facilities, such as the
PX, motor pools, and barracks. After 3 months in Mannheim the labor company moved fo Babenhausen, then to Russelheim, which
is near Frankfurt. He was in Russelheim when his daughter, Hanka, was bom on June 15, 1947. He worked for the labor company
for 29 months. His last months with the company were spent in Munster where a large ammunilion depot and molor pool existed.
Part of the activity there was done by Germans dismantling bombs containing phosphorus, which was dangerous work.

At this time Czeslaw was a Sergeant of the Guard. He worked one 24 hour day and was off 4 days. This allowed him to go home to
spend time with Martha and his children. A second daughter, Syhvia, was born on August 21, 1948, at home in Leihgestern.

After the war, Czeslaw and Martha were officially designated as “displaced persons™. They could not return to Poland and he knew
there was no future for him in Germany. He was looking for a way to go to another country through the International Refuges Or-
ganization. He first tried to enter ltaly where Poland's second corps was. However, the border was closed to further immigrants.

He then looked to the USA. With the help of the National Catholic Welfare Organization, he and Martha appeared before the
American Consulate in Wiesbaden. They received political and medical clearance to immigrate lo the USA.

On May 18, 1349 Czeslaw, Martha, Hanka, and Sylvia embarked from the Bremenhofen port and headed for New York City. They
arrived in New York on May 28, 1949 (not through Ellis Island) and left by train for Chicago where they transferred to a train headed
for Norfolk, Nebraska. In Norfolk they were met at the station by Father Kaup who took them to Randolph, Nebraska where they
amved on May 30, 1949

In Randolph Czeslaw worked on a farm and the family grew when Elizabeth was born on Dec. 7, 1950. In 1951 they moved to West
Point, Nebraska where Czeslaw worked for Hugo, who owned a plumber and pipefitter company. Over the next 5 years he learmed
the trade. Around Easter, in 1956, he was encouraged to come o Dayton by his friend, Walter Burk, whom he met while working in
the labor company in Munster, Walter told him there was much building going on in Dayton. He went to work for Hudson Plumbing
for a week and the owner wanted him to stay, but due to his family situation it was not possible. The family now consisted of 6
children with the addition of Alice, Susan, and Mark.

In August of 1956 the owner of Hudson Plumbing sent Czeslaw a letter saying he had found a house for him and encouraged him to
relocate. Czeslaw went to the plumber’s union with an affidavit from the Hugo Company attesting to his experience in the field. The
family moved to Dayton by train in October of 1956. The family was completed with the births of Timothy in 1959 and Andrew in
1962,

In the years that followed, Czeslaw worked for several different companies. He became an active member in the local of the Polish
National Aliance. In 1972 he was awarded the rank of Second Lieutenant by the Polish Government. We are very glad Czeslaw,
Martha, and their family have been a special part of our family here al SL Adalbert and with our 4 parishes. You have expenenced
so much in your lifelime and we are proud to have you as friends. May God bless you both with good health and happiness and
many years with us and your family still to come.







